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Evidence-Based Medicine

“The conscientious, explicit and 

judicious use of current best 

evidence in making decisions 

about the care of individual 
patients.”

(Sackett et al. 1996)

Evidence-Based Design

“the conscientious, explicit, and 

judicious use of current best 

evidence from research and

practice in making critical 
decisions, together with an 

informed client, about the design of 

each individual and unique 
project”

(Hamilton & Watkins, 2009, p.9)







RITUAL-ARCHITECTURAL PRIORITIES: 
A Conceptual Model for Interpreting 

Sacred Architecture, Ritual, & Experience
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What is a “Transformative Human 

Experience” in architecture?

A powerful experience in architecture which 
transforms, affects, or changes one’s human 

understanding. The change can occur at one 

of the following levels:

1. metaphysical – an ontological, existential 

transformation in “being” (Heidegger, Gadamer)

2. sociopolitical – a transintellectual social 

differentiation (Durkheim, Marx, Foucault) 

3. psychological – a multisensory bodily 

transformation (Victor Turner, Catherine Bell)

4. religious – the spiritual awakening or heightened 

awareness uniting one with the divine (Abbot 

Suger) 

5. pedagogical – the broadened educational 

horizons of learning new information (Norberg-

Schulz)







[Phase I]

THE IDEALIZED TEMPLE MORPHOLOGY:

Surveying the Public Perception of Sacred Architecture



A SURVEY TESTING JONES’ 

RITUAL-ARCHITECTURAL PRIORITIES: 

OBJECTIVES:
1. to test the relevance and public reaction to Jones’ conceptual model and

theory of sacred architecture,

2. to provide empirical and quantitative data documenting sacred

architecture’s effect on human understanding and perception, and

3. to produce an idealized morphology or set of design strategies that

can guide architects and religious specialists in the planning phases

of new evidence-based design projects.







[Phase II]

CREATING A COMPARATIVE FRAMEWORK:

The Morphological Blending of Subjective and Objective Realms of 

Sacred Architecture



THE COMPARATIVE FRAMEWORK 



JONES’ RITUAL CONTEXTS:
THE BRIDGE BETWEEN SUBJECTIVE AND OBJECTIVE: 



THE OBJECTIVE SIDE:
ARCHITECTURAL / GRAPHICAL ANALYSES



Extraordinary Architectural Experiences  

Extraordinary Architectural Experiences (EAEs) 

“An encounter with a building or place 

that fundamentally alters one's normal 

state of being. By 'fundamental 

alteration' it is meant a powerful and 

lasting shift in one's physical, perceptual, 

emotional, intellectual, and/or spiritual 

appreciation of architecture.” 

Survey Database

1,890 (E) + 982 (S) = 2,872



THE SUBJECTIVE SIDE:
EAE SURVEY QUESTIONS FOR EXPERIENTIAL ANALYSES



[Phase III]

THE PHENOMENOLOGY OF SACRED SPACE: 

Ritual Contexts at The Pantheon, Chartres Cathedral, 

and the Chapel at Ronchamp







The Pantheon

























Outcome Pantheon

Joy 1  (60%)

Insight 2  (55%)

Peace 2  (55%)

Beauty 3  (50%)

Qualities

Sensual 1 (75%)

Emotional 2 (65%)

Timeless 3 (50%)

Analytical

Personal

Pantheon (Subjective) EAEs

Theatre

Contemplation

Sanctuary

Ritual-Architectural 

Presentations







Chartres Cathedral





















Outcome Chartres

Joy 2  (46%)

Insight 1  (69%)

Peace 2  (46%)

Beauty 2  (46%)

Qualities

Sensual 3 (62%)

Emotional 1 (85%)

Timeless 2  (77%)

Analytical 5 (46%)

Personal 4 (50%)

Chartres (Subjective) EAEs

Theatre

Contemplation

Sanctuary

Ritual-Architectural 

Presentations







Chapel of Ronchamp























Outcome Ronchamp

Joy 2  (57%)

Insight 1  (62%)

Peace 3  (48%)

Beauty 2  (57%)

Qualities

Sensual 2 (71%)

Emotional 1 (76%)

Timeless 3 (52%)

Analytical

Personal 4 (50%)

Ronchamp (Subjective) EAEs

Theatre

Contemplation

Sanctuary

Ritual-Architectural 

Presentations







LINKING THE SUBJECTIVE AND OBJECTIVE:  

Conclusions for The Pantheon, Chartres Cathedral, 

and the Chapel at Ronchamp



Outcome Pantheon Chartres Ronchamp

Joy 1  (60%) 2  (46%) 2  (57%)

Insight 2  (55%) 1  (69%) 1  (62%)

Peace 2  (55%) 2  (46%) 3  (48%)

Beauty 3  (50%) 2  (46%) 2  (57%)

Qualities

Sensual 1 (75%) 3 (62%) 2 (71%)

Emotional 2 (65%) 1 (85%) 1 (76%)

Timeless 3 (50%) 2  (77%) 3 (52%)

Analytical 5 (46%)

Personal 4 (50%) 4 (50%)

Summary of Subjective EAEs

Theatre

Contemplation

Sanctuary

Ritual-Architectural 

Presentations









Design Guidelines

• Designers aiming for a specific 

ritual-architectural experience 

should pay attention to 

objective conditions

• This includes the external form’s 

shell and

• The interior space’s core, 

organization, light, and interior

details.








